Sample comment letter on Scott River TMDL and Implementation Plan 
(date)

Catherine Kuhlman, Chief Executive Officer

North Coast Water Quality Control Board

Skylane Blvd.,Suite A
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Catherine Kuhlman <KuhlC@waterboards.ca.gov>

SUBJECT:
Public Draft Scott TMDL and Implementation Plan

Dear Ms. Kuhlman:

For too long water quality in the Scott River has been degraded. The loss of beneficial uses – especially salmon and steelhead fisheries - translates into dollars in lost fisheries and recreation as the water from the Scott flows down through Scott Canyon and then the Klamath River. 

By illegally taking water, raising water temperatures and choking the Scott with sediment, timber and agricultural interests have taken the livelihoods of those who depend on salmon and steelhead – the downstream tribes, fishing-dependent river and coastal communities and those who make their living via river-based recreation. It is time that Scott River agriculture and timber interests finally step up and do their part to restore water quality and the communities which depend on clean water and cold water fisheries. It is your job to give us a clean-up plan that will make that happen.
The steps necessary to control sediment are clear and achievable. They are:

· A credible grading ordinance:  native surface and gravel roads – including logging roads - must have post-storm, post heavy hauling and annual inspection with problems repaired promptly. 

· A clear prohibition on clearcutting and road construction on steep, unstable slopes.

· An intensive education program for citizens in the Scott River Watershed concerning what post-storm studies in the Klamath Mountains have found regarding the sediment impacts of clearcutting and road construction on unstable slopes, wet weather hauling and lack of maintenance on native surface and gravel roads.

The steps necessary to restore cool water temperature on the Scott are also clear:

· A clear prohibition on reducing shade canopy along streams.

· A plan to address the impact of groundwater pumping on temperature via low flows and loss of accretion.

· A prohibition on grazing along streams.

· An intensive education program designed to educate residents of the Scott concerning the impacts of streamside logging and grazing and the connection between flow and temperature. 

The Draft Scott River TMDL Implementation Plan has the following flaws which must be corrected if clean-up is going to be effective:

· There is no commitment by Siskiyou County and no timeline for completing the groundwater studies and grading ordinance. In fact, the Siskiyou County Supervisors have recently and publicly refused to do these things. The Implementation Plan (Table 4) must specify what will happen if Siskiyou County continues to stonewall on these essential steps.

· There are no clear prohibitions on clearcutting and road construction on steep unstable slopes.

· There is no clear prohibition on grazing and logging in riparian areas – activities incompatible with restoring stream temperatures low enough to not kill fish. 

If the NCWQCB fails to produce a clean up plan that can be effective, the 30 year failure of the agency to clean-up non-point pollution in the Scott will continue. The result is likely to be extirpation of Coho salmon and possibly Chinook salmon too as well as reduced steelhead fisheries. The Draft Implementation Plan is exceedingly weak and has no chance of being effective. Therefore, please make the needed changes as indicated above. This is the path to justice for the downstream tribes, fishermen and communities who rely on the river and its beneficial uses.

Sincerely,     

