Sample letter to Governor Schwarzenegger
(date)

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
Fax: 916-445-4633
http://www.govmail.ca.gov
SUBJECT:      Water Pollution Clean-Up Plans for the Klamath and its Tributaries: 


the Scott, Shasta and Lost Rivers

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:
I am writing because agricultural and timber interests are working hard to gut pollution clean-up plans (TMDLs) in the Klamath River Basin including attacking and intimidating the staff of the North Coast Water Quality Control Board.  These interests have been lobbying you and your staff in this regard. That’s why I am writing. 

For over 30 years water quality in the Scott, Shasta and Lost River have been degraded. This is mostly the result of non-point pollution The loss of beneficial uses – especially salmon and steelhead fisheries - translates into millions of dollars in lost fisheries and recreation as the water from the Scott flows down through Scott Canyon and then the Klamath River. 

By illegally taking water, raising water temperatures, discharging nutrients, depleting oxygen, clearcutting over streams and on steep, unstable slopes and by choking streams and rivers with sediment, timber and agricultural interests have taken the livelihoods of those who depend on salmon and steelhead – the downstream tribes, fishing-dependent river and coastal communities and those who make their living via river-based recreation. It is time that agriculture and timber interests finally step up and do their part to restore water quality and the communities which depend on clean water and cold water fisheries. The TMDLs and their Implementation Plans are the means to do this. Please do not let this opportunity slip away. Support the staff of the NCWQCB and resist lobbying by agriculture, timber interests and others who are working to gut the clean-up plans.

I want to thank you for your past support for efforts to restore the Klamath River. I look forward to the day when you will swing the first sledge hammer beginning the decommissioning of the Klamath River dams. 
Sincerely,
